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. * Friday, September 24th, 1869. 

le Association convened according to appointment. 

by Elder G ' Kollins ’ from 
hour si,cn 1 afier ' ,Mch the Dek ‘s aMs 

Prayer by Elder W. T. Walters. 

A ^; n , tCd ^jv^’ Eoberts and R. T. Hood, Reading Clerks, 
statistics lud 1Gn nKU e on tbe Churches for their representation and 
On motioi 1 WG n e commun J cated b J letter, and minuted by the Clerk. 

our body! None^Llnted^ newly constituted Churches *> 
ClJrk?" elCCted Elder G ’ W - Roll!ns > Moderator, and Elder G. M. Webb, 

The body now being organized, proceeded to business. 

1st. Messengers from corresponding bodies were called for 

Ezell C T. V< H T r n d i RiVCr a leCter; Elders M - C - Barnett, L. C. 

From the Prppn TT ’ M^n^ rot ^ er ^ 09S Messengers. 

B. 0. L«dboS an<l Brcll ' rei ‘ T - 

From the Catawba River, no correspondence. 

accented 0 the WvTartl!^^ Ministers ’ when Prof>essor W. T. Walters 

Yar ! 5oro ’ R - T - Hood > with the Moderator 
sideration’of the body" ° a Comraittee t0 arran ge business for the con- 

and Deacmif uw^' 1 ™' 55,1 . J \°* Eattimore < & II. Elliott, with the Pastor 
the session of the AssoSo^ C ° mnuttee to arrange Poaching during 
On motion, adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o’clock. 

» T Saturday Morning, 9 o’clock. 

Ca e Ued C tbS n 1 f t0 a , dj0m i n T n , t - Pra y er b y Elder D. Pannel. 
jailed the roll, and marked absentees. 

ivead the Proceedings of yesterday. Approved, 
mittee discharged ° f Arrangemcut reported. Report received and Com- 
Read Rules of Decorum and Abstract of Principles 

Muttons— J. H. \ arboro, D. Pannel and .T. J, Hicks. 
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On Temperance — R. Poster), J. C. Latimore and L. II. McSwain. 

On Obituaries — A. McSwain, E. J. Lovelace and Win. McSwain. 

The petition from High Shoals Church, asking the Association to sit 
with her next year was, on motion, granted. 

The following query was then, on motion read, to-wit: What should 

be done with a member who refuses to pay his honest debts, at the same 
time he has the means to pay them? After considerable discussion on 
the subject, the query was, on motion, laid on the table. 

Appointed persons to write to sister Associations, and Messengers to 
bear them. 

G. M. Webb to write to the Green River — Elder J. IT. Yarboro, G. M. 
Webb, G. W. Rollins and William Harrill messengers. 

J- H. Yarboro to the Broad River — Elders G. M. Webb, J. H. Yarboro, 
A. A. McSwain, R. P. Logan, R. Poston, D. Pannel, ann Brethren E. J. 
Lovelace, J. A. Roberts, messengers. 

Elder P R. Elam to write to Catawba River — J. J. Hicks, C. Clark, D. 
Setzer and J. J. Sigman, messengers. 

On motion, opened a correspondence with the York Association. Ap- 
pointed P. R. Elam to write — A. A. McSwain and P. R. Elam, messengers. 

On motion, adjourned for one hour. 

Met according to adjournment. 

1st. On motion, suspended the rules for the purpose of hearing Prof. 
Walters, in behalf of the Beneficiaries of Wake Forest College. After 
which, a collection was taken up for their benefit, amounting to $57 35. 

2d. Called for, read and adopted the Circular Letter, prepared by 
Elder G. M. Webb. 

3d. On motion, suspended the practice of writing Circular Letters. 

4th. Elected R. P. Logan to preach the next Introductory Sermon; 
D. Pannel, Alternate. 

5th. Elected Elders W. T. Walters, L. McOurry and M. C. Barnett to 
preach on Sabbath, in the order of their names. M. 0. Barnett being 
unwell, Elder T, Campbell agreed to preach in his place. 

On motion, adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o’clock. 

Prayer by T. J. Campbell. • 

Sunday the stand was occupied by those appointed. 

The word of Truth was fearfully and impressively delivered to a large 
and well ordered assembly, and we hope much good will result from the 
services of the day. 

Monday Morning, 9 o’clock. 

The Association met. Prayer by Elder L. TI. McSwain. * 

1st. called the roll and marked absentees. 

2d. Read proceedings of Saturday, which were approved. 

3d. Called for Reports of Committees, when the Committee on Finance 
reported. See Appendix A. The Committee on Union Meetings re- 
ported that the next Union meeting be held with the Church at Thessa- 
lonica, commencing on Friday before the third Sunday in August, 1870,^ 
Appointed Elders R. P. Logan, G. W. Rollins, G. M. Wobb and A. A. 
McSwain to attend said meeting. The Committee on Sabbath Schools 
reported. See Appendix B. The Committee on Periodicals reported. 
See Appendix C, The Committee on Missions reported. 
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siot s ft a coirpr!i^, fl ? m Pr °f ''7 alters and others in behalf of State Mis- 
amount ivis 1 o 1 '\ aS niade f° r the same > amounting to $7 50, which 
The Conmhtti nn^ ° Ver t0 Pr0fV W ’ T ' Walters. See Appendix E. 

"tK r t 0bi,u,rles ‘Sr s?,°A;5«nd?f a Api ‘“ di ’ t E - The 0o ”" 

»d signed™ tLXd“f“„t"L b C?ortl f ° r ' Oppr0Ved 

a certain bought to the notice of the body that there was 

Mull for the ournn r to ^ baptist Denomination by A. 

land in Catawba County N C °? a Ce, ' tain T® ° f 
upon, the Assooi'iH™ ™ : l e k° unc k °f this Association ;• where- 

C. Clark a Committee to an^l ?' Ti ? icks ’ R Setzer, J. J. Sigman and 
mittee from the 0-, tnul, a ^ . t ns matter > an( 3 confer with a Corn- 
transfer all the claims of tl • ss ° ciat i on > anc l that they are instructed to 
State Convention for ti 10 HS Assoc * atloa to the Executive Board of the 
carry out the nurnoso of purpose of procuring the donation made, and to 

Yarboro, G. M. Webb P pLl!’ ^ pT' 1 ’ a Ppointed Elders J. H. 
Brother J. J ? L ‘ C ; Eze11 - A - A - McSwain, and 

• Hicks Delegates to the next State Convention. 


resolutions 


thffunds’on h?ndimp?y for a ^r n 7 • C ? pie i of the Mi nutes printed as 
Resolved, That the tL / V T taming for his services. 

brethren and friends lesidin^ in'the 0 ^ m® 7^ tendered *<> tlie 
Church, for their hospitality in . neighborhood of Double Springs 

Resolved, That the Assoefaf Staining this body during its session. 

stands adjourned, to Let arndn wlth its business, 

south-east of Rutherfordton N c t V • T \ at r H,gh Sh oals, 13 miles 
September, 1870.. ’ ' Fl 'iday before the 4th Sabbath in 

Prayer by Elder M . C. Barnett. 

G. M. Webb, Clerk. 


G - W - COLLINS, Moderator 
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A —Your Committee on Finance report $40 30 in currency, and 20 
, 8nt s specie, as sent up from the different Churches, or printing Minutes, 
is shown in Statistical Table. Collection on Saturday for Benefic.ar.es 
af Wake Forest College, $57 35; collection for State Missions, $. oO , 

making in all $105 35. Adopted. R SUTTLE, Chairman. 

B -Your Committee on Sabbath Schools would suggest the propriety 
of a Sabbath School in every neighborhood Not that we believe as 
some that they are of so much importance as to be equal to the Gospel, 
w thev are auxiliaries and nurseries, a place where the people may in- 
duct each other in the truths of the Bible, and where the young twig 
can be bent in the way it should grow, for it is said, “ Just as the twig 
is bent the tree inclines” ; and Solomon says, “ Train up a child in the 
v it should go, and when he is old he will not depai t from it. . And 
many of us have realized the fact, that it is a pleasant thing to be in the 
Sabbath School. To train the dear little ones who have no father to 
impart unto them a knowledge of Christ as the Saviour of the world. 
WUl not our brethren make a mighty effort to establish, and continue, 

Schools in all our Churchcs. p. p ELAM, Chairman, 

llespectfully submitted. 

C -Your Committee on Periodicals submit that we recommend the 
7 . ir „j -Reorder as the medium for the Baptists of N. C. ; also the Tl-ork- 

by Elder T. R. Gaines, in Yorkville, S. C„ as 

worthy the patronage of our denomination. ^ ROBERTS, Chairman. 

D— Your Committee on Temperance make the following report : As 

Temperance is a scriptural principle, therefore, we recommend its ob- 
iemperance is i i j u y the household of faith. Let it be 

servance to .all l a J prac ticed by Deacons and laity, and the 

»m b. victorious over one of its most 

cruel enemies, namely, intenipeiance. pySTEN, Chairman. 

Submitted. * , r 

_ _ _ Ti/r^oirmc fpol at a loss to know what mode ot 

E.— -1 our Com mi ee on , t k* ls time, in order to advance 

procedure would, or could, be * adopt* • ^ h We c eel that this is a work 

eSoinecf upon XS and undersUndings have been enlightene i 

bvXine Grace a work in which we would feel happy to he engaged; 
by Inwi , few years, we have done nothing 

but ' ve ,, Ai)°omAtfc or Foreign Missions. And, while we deplore this sad 
e ; tel i°hu i™ e we do not feel to attribute it to any want of a proper ap- 
• Pnn or interest in this great and good work ; but having passed 
preciation oi n dest ructive revolution, the prevailing cause seems 

through the rav a^eb while we are desirous of doing all wc 

IW mS,s «c reel a deep solicitude f.t the MM. of 
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Baptist preaching, within the limits of our own body. There is about 
one-tliird of the area of our own Association now destitute of Baptist 
preaching, and some of our Churches without a Pastor. How are these 
things to be remedied? We feel at a loss to know ; but your Committee 
can, at this time, suggest no better plan than to request our ministers to 
visit those places of destitution, as often as they can, during the next 
associational year, and solicit and urge our Churches to send up contri- 
butions at our next annual session, so we may be able to supply the des- 
titute localities with the Gospel for a while at least. 

Respectfully submitted. J. H. YARBORO, Chairman. 

^our Committee on Obituaries submit the following Report; 
With grateful hearts we acknowledge the goodness of God in preserving 
the lives of so many of us. And more especially in preserving the lives 
^ ^ our brethren in the ministry, during the past associational year. 
While we recognize God’s great goodness and mercy towards us, we have 
sorrow for some of our Brethren who are no more. We sympathize with 
the Boiling Springs Church, who report to us the death of David Ham- 
rick, a deacon, a man of great piety and devotion, and of advanced age. 

A. A. McSWAIN, Chairman. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 


The King's Mountain Baptist Association to the Churches m Union Greeting : 

Dear Brethren : According to an appointment jit becomes my ^duty to 

address you by way of a Circular Letter. The subject that I p °1 
dressin/vou on is the Design of Baptism ; and, for a foundation, I have 
selected^ from the Word of God this text : . “For as many of you as have 

been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Gal. Ill • 

words seem to me appropriate to the occasion, lhe Associa 

is made UD of just such peraons ns me here referred to -persons who have 
beembaptized into Christ; and the Churches .they reprint me compared 

nature and obligations of the chrrstian |“ ;! a J„blic and 

nr. Lptised i Christ; 
in baiitism we publicly acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, our Loul and 

«nd engine to receive’ hi 

Uirist. A .“ . r 1 . th ame 0 f j esU g Christ; the Samaritans, be- 

repent ^ ^ ^ Jesus 0hri8t . The ir bap- 

lievmg, weie b. p , ]t 0 f f| le mediatorial character and walk 

tism was a public acknowledgement ot J di8ciples hip to him. All 

of the Lord we re baptized in the name of Jesus 

Chrisrthat a is as the adherents, the disciples, the followers of Jesus Christ. 

That this is the design ob p^ m , q the name q£ the Father, and of the 

teach all nations, bapt S t „ Go teach) make disciples. The apostles 

Son, and of the Holy ■* . make disciples to Christ ; then 

were to preach the Gospe > ^ ^ mirrht be publicly known as 

they were to baptize * he s y o understood the commission, 

disciples It is certain that the Apostles so^ ^ ^ 

for they baptized none but instrL ^tions they had received from their 
Ma P stOT 3 “G C rmaTe°VJciples, baptizing them,” &c. In the beginning of 
rGk f .^i.pe.sn.ien, l eoneenU. be ^- 3 "^ 
tion and an acknowledgment of and a denial of his 

Messiahship 8 ; fo^Ttis add, “all the people that heard him, and the publi- 
Sns ustified God being baptized with the baptism of John but the pnan- 
sees ind lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, not being 
baptized.’* Luke, vii : 29, 30, 
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We will now notice the latter clause of the text. “ As many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.’’ The same expression 
occurs in Romans : “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no 

provision for the flesh.” So to put on Christ is to take him as our teacher, 
our guide, our governor and our Saviour. We put on Christ externally 
when wo follow him into the baptismal water. “For as many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.” Since baptism is 
designed to be the badge of our public profession of Christianity, it forms 
the visible boundary between the church and the world ; “ for except a 
man be born of water, and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of God.” — John, iii : 5. By the expression, “ born of water,” is generally 
understood baptism ; by “ the Ivingdon of God,” in this place, is generally 
understood the visible kingdom, or Church of Christ upon the earth. For 
admission to this Kingdom, the Saviour hero demands two prerequisites 
— to be born of water, and to be born of the spirit. No one is a fit subject 
for church membership until he is born of the spirit, until he is baptized 
or born of water. Heuce it follows that baptism is the external sign 
which forms the dividing line between the church and the world. 

We have seen that the general design of baptism is a solemn, public 
formal profession of Christianity. It is the initiation, by which we are ad- 
mitted into the fellowship of the church, the act by which we assume the 
Christian name, the badge of our disciplesliip to Clirist. But this general 
design includes a number of particulars. Christianity consists of doctrines 
to be received, emotions to be felt, precepts to be practiced, and promises 
to bo trusted. In baptism we declare our belief in its doctrines, our expe- 
rience of its emotions, our obedience to its precepts, our reliance upon its 
promises. Baptism is also an acknowledgment of our sinfulness. The 
religion of Christ is a religion for sinners ; they that are w’hole need not 
a physician, but they that are sick. Christ came not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance. The ordinance administered by John contem- 
plated its subjects as sinners. John did baptize in the wilderness, and 
preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. “ Then went 
out unto him Jerusalem and all Judea, and all the regions round about 
Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.” — Mark 
i . 4, 5. 1 hose baptized by the Apostles, as well as those baptized by John 

were supposed, to be penitent sinners, deeply impressed ■with a sense of 
their guilt. Those baptized on the day of Pentecost were the subjects of 
pungent and powerful conviction. They said unto Peter, and the rest of 
the Apostles, “ Men and brethren, what shall we do ?” Then Peter said 
unto them, “ Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sin, and ye shall receive the gilt of the 
Holy Ghost.” It is clear that tho Apostles admitted none to baptism but 
such as declared themselves penitent sinners. Saul felt himself a sinner 
when, trembling and astonished, he said, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do ?’* Ananias thought Saul a penitent sinner when he said, “ Arise 
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord/ 

Again. Baptism is a declaration of our faith in Christ ; it is said John 
verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people that 

b ® lleve °, n ! um that sha11 “ af ter him, that is, on Jesus 
Ghnst. Ihe terms of the commission is, “ Go yo into all the world and 

preach the soepel to overy creature ; he that bolievoth and is baptized 
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shall be saved.” In every case of baptism mentioned ns performed by the 
apostles, it is expressly affirmed, or plainly intimated, that the subjects de- * 
dared themselves believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Phillip taught the 
eunuch that he must believe with all his heart before he w r as a fit subject 
for baptism. The Samaritans, when they believed in Jesus Christ, were 
baptized — both men and women. Cryspus, whom Paul baptized, believed 
in the Lord with all his house. And many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed and were baptized. Prom all this it is plain, that the design of 
baptism is a public declaration of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, as the 
Son of God and Saviour of sinners. Again, faith in Christ, implies faith 
in all the facts, and doctrines of the gospel; and so we find that the great 
fundamental facts of the gospel, are most strikingly symbolized in the 
ordinance of baptism. The most prominent of these facts, are the death 
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ ; he was delivered for our of- 
fences and rais d again for our justification. If Christ be not raised from 
the dead, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is vain also. In our 
baptism, we declare our faith in the death and resurrection of the Saviour, 
and all those glorious doctrines connected with these great facts. How 
significantly are they set forth in this holy ordinance: “ Know ye not 

that so many of us as were baptized unto Christ were baptized unto His 
death ; therefore we are buried with Him of baptism unto death, that like 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.’* — Pom. 6:3, 4. 

Peter speaking of the family of Noah, saved by water, says : “The like 
figure whereunto baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience towards God) 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Baptism is symbolical of his resur- 
rection : hence as Noah was saved by water, we are in a figure save by 
baptism. In baptism we declare not only our faith in the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection, but also in the doctrine of the general resurrection. In com- 
memorating the resurrection of the Saviour, we anticipate our own. Some 
of the Corinthians denied the doctrine of the resurrection, in proof of 
which Paul appealed to their own baptism, and says: “Else what shall 
they do who are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all. Why 
are they then baptized for the dead?” — Cor. 1 : 15, 29. 

The point of the argument is this : if there be no resurrection of the 
dead, why is our resurrection symbolized in the ordinance of baptism ? 
"Why are we required to perform an act which so strikingly sets forth 
the death and resurrection of the body ? If there is to be no resurrection 
of the body, w’hy are we buried with Christ iu baptism, if we are not 
with Him to be raised from the dead ? “ If we have been planted togeth- 

er in the likeness of His death we shall be also in the likeness of His res- 
urrection.”— Pom. 6: 5. We declare this by being buried in water, and 
raised from the liquid grave. “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead indeed to sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
“Buried with Him in baptism, wherein ye are raised with Him through 
the faith of the operation of God who hath raised Him from the dead.” 
From all this, it is plain that baptism is a metaphor, not only of the death, 
burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, but also of the burial 
and resurrection of our own bodies. Baptism is also spoken of as the 
answer of a good conscience towards God. — Peter 1 : o, 4. In its obser''- 
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aneo wo profess to be at peace with God— to have our conscience void 
of offence, both, toward God and man. Again baptism is a pledge of 
our allegiance and fidelity to Jesus Christ : Believers are the property of 

Him — they belong te Him. The} 7 are His by purchase He has bought 
them. “ What, know ye not, that ye are not your own ? for yo are bought 
with a price.” — 1 Cor. 6: 19, 20. In our baptism we acknowledge the 
right of Jesus Christ in us, and convey ourselves to Him as His property. 
When a piece of property is sold and the price paid, the purchaser is enti- 
tled to a bill of sale, or a deed conveying the right and title of the proper- 
ty to him. The believer executes such a deed when he is baptized. He 
then publicly declares that he, by purchase, belongs to Jesus Christ, and 
surrenders himself to his rightful owner. Believers are the servants of 
6'hrist, under the Mosaic dispensation, when a person purchased a Hebrew 
servant, it was the custom for the servant to have his ear bored, in token 
of his subjection and fidelity to his mastor. — Ex. 21 ; 6. In our baptism, 
we acknowledge Christ as our master ; we plodge ourselves as his obedi- 
ent and faithful servants. 

Again. Believers are the subjects of Christ. He is their sovereign 
ruler. When a foreigner emigrates to this country, and proposes to live 
under our government and laws, he must first take the oath of allegiance 
before he is entitled to citizenship. His oath does not change his charac- 
ter but it changes his relationship, and entitles him to privileges which 
otherwise he could not enjoy. So in our Baptism, it is our oath of allegi- 
ance to Jesus Christ, as Head of the church, King in Zion, spiritual Lord 
and ruler in the new creation. When a sinner is renewed by grace, and 
made nigh by the blood of Christ, it is expected and required that he come 
out from among the world and be separate \ and to make it manifest by 
taking the oath of loyalty to Christ. This is done in baptism.^ By it we 
become visibly the subjects of Christ’s Kingdom. Clearly this is the de- 
sign of baptism it is a solemn pledge of our attachments. Our allegiance, 
our fidelity to Jesus Christ, as our owner, our master, our husband and 
our sovereign. Baptism as we have seen all along, is declarative and em- 
blematic. We are born of water, to declare the fact that we have been 
born of the spirit. Our bodies are washed in the water of baptism, to 
signify that our souls are washed and cleansed in the blood of Christ. Our 
sins are said to be remitted in baptism. Because in that act we declare 
our reliance for pardon upon the atoning merits of the son of God. We 
are buried in the water of baptism, and raised again fiom the water 
to signify that whilst our bodies are to die, they are nevertheless to liso 
again, that though they may be laid in the grave they will nevertheless 

be raised out of the grave, 

Again. Our baptism is not the ground of our hope, not by any moans, 
but it is a most beautiful and impressive representation of the true, and 
only ground of Hope, which is the death and resurrection of the Lor^ 
Jesus Christ. I think Brethren I have exhibited the scriptural view of 
the design of baptism, it is a formal and practical profession of the chnsti&u 
religion. That is to say, it is an acknowledgment of our sinfulness, a e- 
claration of faith, a profession of our repentance, a pledge of our obedience, 
an expression of our hope. In attending to the ordinance of baptism, it 
is important that it be so observed as that its designs shall be answeiec , 
its entire significancy be preserved, its full meaning be clearly and exao,.- 


ly set forth. As well neglect it altogether, as to change its form or apply 
it to those to whom it does not properly belong, or in any way pervert its 
design. The design of the ordinance is not answered, when it is applied 
to an infant child, for the simple reason that infants are incapable of 
making the profession which baptism supposes ; how can an infant believe, 
how can they walk in newness of life, how can they repent and exercise 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ? These are things they have not, and 
cannot perform. Baptism is described as being the answer of a good 
conscience towards God. Is it so to an infant child ? to them it is neither 
the answer of a good, nor an evil conscience, their consciences have noth- 
ing to do with it. Its designs is not answered when the rite is applied 
to unconverted persons, whether infants or adults. Only such as give 
evidence of having embraced the gospel are fit subjects for baptism. 
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